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“We have control to some extent. 
Never give that up,” said Hackler, 
who proposed using the freeze 
as a tool for leverage in funding 
negotiations.
    A common thread among the 
speakers who favoured supporting 
the freeze was that there were 
problems before the freeze, there 
are problems now and there will 
continue to be problems in tertiary 
education but that there have been 
steady improvements to facilities 
and equipment since the freeze 
was implemented. 
    Aziz gave an annotated version 
of her intended presentation due 
to the time restraint put on all 
speakers. What she did stress 
was that higher tuition fees have 
historically lead to less funding 
by governments which can create 
a negative feedback loop. Higher 
tuition fees have, in the past, lead 
to upwards of 30% decrease in 
enrolement of women and 60% of 
aboriginal students. On a campus 
like Brandon’s, this would be a 
devistating blow to the overall 
numbers of students as 70% of the 
students are female and there is 
are a large number of aboriginal 
students. Rural students are also 
hurt by tuition fee hikes. To put 
increased funding into perspective 
Aziz used Brandon University’s 
  BUSU held a special policy 
meeting Wednesday evening to 
discuss and ratify this council’s 
position on Th e Manitoba 
Provincial Government’s tuition 
freeze policy. Will Breen, BUSU 
Science commissioner, requested 
this earlier in the semester. 
   Th e meeting was well attended 
with the fi rst portion of the meeting 
having over twenty students 
and six non-students, including 
Amanda Aziz - National CFS 
Chair, Scott Lamont – Brandon 
University VP Finance, Mitch 
Obach – Former BUSU President 
and CFS Liaison. Approximately 
one-third of the students in 
attendance were international 
students. International students 
face two to three times the tuition 
fees that Canadian students are 
charged and the tuition freeze, 
coupled with Manitoba’s low 
tuition rates, are two of the few 
reasons international students 
pick Manitoba over larger cities 
with more cultural supports.
   Four students and two non-
students chose to address council. 
Neal Hackler began the remarks 
and gave perspective on the pre-
freeze situation of the university. 
Tuition Freeze: When will this Cold Snap End?
K e l s e y  P o h l
N e w s  E d i t o r
his position on the tuition freeze 
support, he stated, “It was not 
the CFS stance that infl uenced 
me. It’s what I’ve heard from BU 
students. Education was identifi ed 
by Manitobans and Canadians as 
a top priority. 83% of those polled 
in November of this year support 
either maintaining or lowering 
post-secondary tuition altogether. 
It is the will of the people. I was 
pleased to make the motion I did 
and pleased that BUSU supported 
it”
   Th e initial motion on the 
table, “Be it resolved that BUSU 
discontinue its current policy 
of supporting the Manitoba 
provincial government’s tuition 
freeze policy” was defeated in a 
vote of 3 supporting, 8 against, 
with 2 abstaining and 1 absent. 
  Montague tabled an amendment 
to the current policy of supporting 
the freeze that passed with 8 
supporting, 4 against, 1 abstaining 
and 1 absent.
    Th e offi  cial BUSU policy on the 
tuition freeze and their support of 
it is now as follows:
Be it resolved that the Brandon 
University Students’ Union 
supports tuition fee freeze policies;
Be it further resolved that the 
Brandon University Students’ 
Union believes that tuition fee 
freeze policies should include all 
students;
Be it further resolved that the 
Brandon University Students’ 
Union believes that tuition fee 
freeze policies should include all 
fees imposed by the University, 
unless decided by referenda by the 
students;
Be it further resolved that the 
Brandon University Students’ 
Union will continue to lobby the 
Federal and Provincial Government 
for increased funding for Post 
Secondary Education, including 
but not limited to: Operating 
Grants and Capital Inprovement 
Grants.
$1.6M shortfall in the budget as 
the example. $1.6M translates to a 
20% tuition hike or a 7% funding 
increase or 0.4% of Manitoba’s 
budget surplus from last year. 
“Ensuring that all Manitobans 
can participate in post-secondary 
education must be a priority 
for the provincial government, 
and keeping fees low through 
the tuition freeze is part of that 
strategy,” Aziz said. Finally, one 
of the most intriguing pieces of 
information she left  the group with 
was, even though there are some 
issues surrounding university 
rankings, McGill University was 
ranked 12th in the world and has 
some of the lowest tuition fees in 
Canada. 
     UMSU President Garry Sran also 
presented. When asked by Breen if 
the $35M recently promised by the 
federal government will cover the 
$230M deferred maintenance fees, 
Sran replied by indicating that 
although $230M is high, deferred 
maintenance fees have been going 
down since the freeze began. 
     A favourite point among those 
who did not support supporting 
the tuition freeze was that the 
1990s should not be held up as an 
example of what might happen 
now because the economy was 
weak during many of the years 
there was no tuition freeze or cap 
and federal funding was cut across 
the all areas. 
   Citing Brandon University’s 
$17M deferred maintenance fees 
and health care taking an ever-
increasing portion of provincial 
budgets, coupled with an aging 
society and declining tax base, 
Breen feels that the tuition freeze 
is untenable in the long run.
   Many of the BUSU council 
members spoke about their 
positions and their constituents’ 
positions regarding supporting 
the freeze. Stephen Montague is 
happy with BUSU’s continued 
support of the freeze and he is one 
of many calling on the government 
to extend it to all students, most 
notably international students. 
When asked if his position as 
provincial CFS co-chair aff ected 
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Matthew Fiorentino
The Link (Concordia 
University)
Protestors Mark Second Week of Tuition Protests in Montreal
     MONTREAL (CUP) -- A dozen 
police vans crawled through the 
slush and snow, following 1,500 
students as they marched from 
Montreal’s Berri Square to McGill 
University on Nov. 22.
  The demonstrations mark 
two weeks of mobilizations 
against rising tuition fees in the 
province. 
    Early that morning, university 
students from across the 
province boarded buses bound 
for Montreal, even in the face of 
daunting weather conditions.
   “It was probably the worst 
weather seen at any protest [in 
Quebec] in the past ten years,” said 
Katherine Boushel, federal and 
international affairs coordinator 
for the Quebec Federation of 
University Students (FEUQ), who 
organized the demonstration.
   FEUQ is a moderate student 
action group that has made re-
establishing the Quebec tuition 
freeze its primary goal. Its 
membership is represented by 16 
student associations, comprising 
nearly 120,000 students.
   In Montreal, students waited 
patiently for the day’s events to 
begin — some smoking cigarettes, 
some sparking joints. 
    Key members of various FEUQ 
associations gave short speeches 
before the 2 p.m. march began.
  “Let’s tell the government: we 
won’t give up,” said Concordia 
Students’ Union president 
Angelica Novoa to the cheering 
crowd. 
   “The tuition fee increase that 
is currently being imposed on us 
is not a solution to the problems 
universities are experiencing,” 
she said. “That is what students 
wanted to show on Thursday.” 
McGill University had no 
official presence at the protest 
as the Student Society of McGill 
University council voted against 
endorsing it, finding it “to be 
divisive,” according to Max 
Silverman, vice-president of 
external affairs for the SSMU.
Bundled up in winter gear, the 
students took to the streets in 
high spirits: an ad-hoc marching 
band rattled off a militant 
drumbeat, some using signposts 
and garbage cans as protesters 
danced and shouted:
“Ré-ré-ré-révolutionaire!”
“Un peuple—uni—jamais sera 
vaincu!”
A FEUQ-appointed security force 
draped in orange herded the 
protestors along a path through 
the downtown core, keeping 
the quick-footed in line and 
occasionally allowing traffic to 
pass through busy intersections. 
“A good police presence is one 
that is minimal in nature,” said 
Mathieu Murphy-Perron,  a vice-
president with the Concordia 
students’ union. “I expect them 
to be present in good faith and 
to avoid stirring the shit. It was a 
peaceful protest and I could not 
have asked for anything more.”
Security guards at local businesses 
such as the Scotia bank on René-
Lévesque barred their doors and 
watched as the swarm of students 
trudged across streets and 
sidewalks. 
From behind the crowd, two 
policemen muttered “So-so-so, 
solidarité,” as they took to their 
bikes, following the crowd at 
a snail’s pace till it reached its 
conclusion just before 5 p.m. at 
the foot the McGill University 
campus. 
Also present at the demonstration 
was a small group of “counter 
activists,” who opposed FEUQ’s 
conservative stance on the tuition 
fee debate. 
Organized by the University 
de Quebec a Montreal’s faculty 
of human sciences student 
association, a member of the 
Association pour une Solidarité 
Syndicale Étudiante (ASSÉ), 
the counter demonstrators also 
distributed leaflets and carried 
signs.
ASSÉ claimed that FEUQ’s 
conservative approach of 
FEUQ, favouring lobbying and 
compromise, was undermining 
the potential of the student 
movement. Their goal is free 
education for post-secondary 
students. 
Novoa argued, though, that the 
counter protest was also counter 
productive to both their ends.
“Imagine what would happen 
if each student group with a 
different point of view tried to 
undermine each other’s efforts. 
We would end up in chaos and 
become a completely ineffective 
movement,” she said.
The protest ended without 
incident, notable following 
the arrest of approximately 
100 students on Nov. 13 at the 
CÉGEP du Vieux Montreal, 
where protesters and riot police 
clashed.
But according to the results of 
a new pan-Canadian survey 
conducted by the Harris-Decima 
firm, the Canadian public are on 
side with the students. 
Up to 66 per cent of Quebecers 
are in favor of a tuition freeze or 
lowering of tuition fees and of 
those, 25 per cent believe that the 
government should lower tuition 
fees, while 41 per cent believe that 
the freeze should be reinstated. 
“The survey results are quite 
positive,” said Boushel. “It 
shows that there’s quite a 
disconnect between the thinking 
of the government and that of 
individuals.”
Meanwhile, however, the Charest 
government is a staunch defender 
of the rise in tuition fees.
“The tuition hikes are reasonable 
[…] we’ve improved student loans 
and bursaries,” said Jean-Pascal 
Bernier, press attaché to Quebec 
Education Minister Michelle 
Courchesne. 
He also said that a return to the 
old system would not be possible. 
Student groups are disappointed 
with the hard-nosed attitude.
“It’s difficult to go back to the 
old system, sure,” said Boushel. 
“But we’re asking for broad-
based social discussion so that 
we can come to a comprehensive 
solution that suits government, 
universities and students.”
But the protestors aren’t finished 
being heard yet.
“I think the movement will 
probably take an exam study 
break, with information still being 
distributed in the meantime,” said 
Silverman. “I think the winter 
will see major mobilizations, far 
bigger than what we’ve seen to 
date.”
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CFS Blocks McGill Membership, Rejects Israel 
Boycott, Elects New Executive
student issues in their daily lives.
The top priority for post-
secondary investment, according 
to the 2,000 Canadians who 
participated in the poll, was 
reducing tuition fees, which 
received a 55-per-cent majority. 
Nineteen per cent suggested 
reducing class sizes, 13 per cent 
favoured increasing research and 
12 per cent thought more spaces 
for students was important.
  The poll also found that a 
majority, whether student or not, 
favoured a reduction in tuition 
fees over a cut to the GST. 
  “Everybody in one way or 
another benefits from a cut to the 
goods and services tax, at least 
when it comes to a reduction in 
the sticker price,” Boyko said.
  “There are many people who are 
done their schooling, or whose 
kids are done schooling, or who 
don’t have any kids, and they 
receive no direct benefit from a 
tuition-fee reduction. We were 
pleased to see this is a stronger 
priority than reducing the GST.” 
  Boyko said that the polling 
services provided by Decima help 
advance their student movement.
“We value the data we get back, 
and it serves many purposes 
from literally gauging public 
opinion, giving our activists and 
our membership a sense that 
the work that they’re doing is 
working. In some ways it can be 
very motivational,” he said. 
Newly elected executive
  Katherine Giroux-Bougard, 
the current chair of the 
Newfoundland and Labrador 
component, was elected national 
chairperson.
   Brent Farrington was re-elected 
deputy chairperson, and current 
Ontario executive representative 
Dave Molenhuis was elected 
national treasurer.
   Giroux-Bougard looked forward 
with optimism, but said that 
the task at hand — successfully 
lobbying the federal government 
— is made harder by the current 
entirely.
    “I have hard time saying 
whether that was for the best or 
not. There was a lot of discussion 
leading up to the meeting, people 
were calling about this motion 
and stating their opinions on the 
issue,” Aziz said.
   “The national executive, on that 
issue, was very much taking the 
lead of our members.”
  Shortly after the motion was 
removed from the agenda, the 
CFS received praise from the 
Canadian Federation of Jewish 
Students, the Friends of Simon 
Wiesenthal Centre in Toronto 
and prominent Conservative 
blogger Stephen Taylor.
    Local 37 Brandon University, 
were reportedly the initial 
delegates to object to the 
consideration of the motion. 
Manitoba Provincial CFS Co-
Chair and BUSU VP Finance, 
Stephen Montague, noted that 
one of the issues following this 
item in the agenda was a motion 
calling for the protection of 
rights of indigenous peoples. 
This motion passed with almost 
unanimous support. 
   “That is what I feel the Israel 
issue is about,” noted Montague. 
He went on further to say that 
Israel is a nation facing complex 
challenges and that protecting the 
rights of all indigenous peoples 
in the world would be wholly 
beneficial.
Public-opinion polling
According to a poll presented 
by CFS Government Relations 
Coordinator Ian Boyko, 34 per 
cent of Canadians trust students 
more than any other education 
stakeholders when it comes to 
policy development. 
The poll was conducted by 
Decima — the same firm used 
by the Canadian Association of 
University Teachers.
In addition to a “free” question 
about voting intentions provided 
by the pollster, respondents were 
asked about the relevance of 
According to CFS National 
Chairperson Amanda Aziz, 
around 60 per cent of members 
— led by parts of the Quebec 
delegation — voted to eject the 
SSMU only a year after they had 
become prospective members. 
    Noah Stewart, the vice-
president of communication 
of the Concordia University 
Students’ Union, voted against 
the SSMU because he felt that 
they did not want to work with 
the CFS’ Quebec membership.
     “We had the Quebec component 
completely shut down largely 
because of the action of the 
SSMU,” he said. “[SSMU] has, 
since joining [the CFS] just over a 
year ago now, acted in completely 
bad faith the entire time and 
undermined the democracy of 
the component.”
      Aziz was surprised by the debate 
and regretted the decision not to 
renew SSMU’s membership.
   “We, as a national executive, 
were obviously recommending 
that the membership be extended. 
I was certainly surprised to see 
what was happening,” she said.
    “We haven’t had a chance to talk 
about it as a national executive 
yet, but I would say most were 
disappointed that that was the 
end result of the motion.”
   Aziz said that those looking 
to eject SSMU might have been 
hasty in their action.
    “I think that although there 
was concern for the actions of 
certain people had been, I am a 
believer that we’re stronger when 
we work together. I think that 
there could have perhaps been 
some more discussion leading up 
to the meeting,” she said.
    Israel-boycott motion denied
A controversial motion from 
the Ryerson University students’ 
union that declared Israel an 
apartheid state and called on the 
CFS to “investigate the feasibility” 
of a boycott campaign against 
the Middle Eastern country 
was removed from the agenda 
N i c k  Ta y l o r- Va i s e y
CUP Ottawa Bureau Chief
  OTTAWA (CUP) – The 
Canadian Federation of Students 
has blocked the membership of 
the Students’ Society of McGill 
University, rejected the idea of 
boycotting Israel and elected a 
new national executive. 
The Nov. 21–24 CFS annual 
general meeting in Gatineau, 
Que. was not without its drama.
Voting down SSMU
   At the opening plenary session, 
members declined to extend 
the prospective membership of 
the Student Society of McGill 
University (SSMU) for another 
year, denying the society a voice 
in future affairs of the CFS.
   With SSMU gone, there are 
only four student groups left 
in the Quebec wing of the 
CFS: Concordia University’s 
students’ union and graduate 
students’ association, and McGill 
University’s post-graduate 
students’ society. The Dawson 
College Student Union (DSU) is 
as yet only a prospective member 
of CFS-Q.
    Concordia’s graduate students’ 
association may also be on its 
way out this Spring if they follow 
through with a de-federation vote 
mandated by a petition submitted 
in October. 
   The CFS-Q has been paralyzed 
this year, locked out of their 
offices and ineffectual, since two 
parallel executive teams were 
elected by opposing students’ 
unions. A lengthy court battle has 
kept both teams out of office until 
a judge reaches a decision, which 
is not expected until December.
   “Because CFS does nothing 
for the GSA, it doesn’t use the 
services, all the money that is 
used [goes] to pay the lawyer’s fees 
[for the CFS-Q legal battle],” said 
Patrice Blais, the former interim 
president of the Concordia’s 
Graduate Students’ Association, 
who initiated the petition to leave 
the CFS.
administration led by Prime 
Minister Stephen Harper.
  “The federal government has 
been more inclined to implement 
tax cuts rather than invest in 
social spending, social spending 
we need to make post-secondary 
education accessible,” she said.
  Giroux-Bougard attended 
Concordia University for one 
year, but said that it wasn’t until 
she transferred to the Memorial 
University of Newfoundland, and 
became president of its student 
union in 2006–2007, that she 
realized how much advocacy was 
necessary at the pan-Canadian 
level.
   In reference to the internal 
dissent plaguing the CFS, 
including petitions from several 
member associations to leave the 
organization and a nearly non-
existent Quebec component, 
Giroux-Bougard said some level 
of disagreement is natural in such 
a large organization.
   “Not everyone is always going 
to get along. Democracy is not 
an easy thing, so you can’t expect 
everyone to come to general 
meetings and be happy,” she said.
“Part of being a large organization 
is there are disagreements and 
different viewpoints, so I guess 
it’s a challenge, but I think it’s 
important to make those people 
feel like they can participate 
as fully as possible in those 
discussions.”
   Afternoons during the four-
day meeting were dominated by 
educational sessions for the CFS 
membership. Briefing sessions 
and panels dealt with public 
opinion polling, a review of recent 
provincial elections, copyright 
reform, ethical purchasing 
and an overview of the post-
secondary review conducted in 
Saskatchewan.
-with files from Toby Elliott, The 
Concordian and Kelsey Pohl, The 
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in front of a sell-out Toronto 
crowd.
     For the fi rst time in CFL 
history it was an all-prairie fi nal; 
what some have dubbed the 
‘Super Banjo Bowl’ for the 95th
Grey Cup. Th e classic match was 
fi lled with many underlining 
stories, however none more 
prolifi c that the fact that both of 
the participating clubs have not 
hoisted the cup in 17 (Winnipeg) 
or 18 (Saskatchewan) years.
   Th e Blue Bombers entered the 
Jennalee Burch
Sports Editor
  Many prairie dwellers live for a 
match up like this. 
   Blue and Gold versus the Green 
Nation usually only happens 
over Th anksgiving day weekend. 
However this year many Bomber 
and namely Roughrider fans 
got their Christmas present a 
little early, as the Saskatchewan 
Roughriders upended the 
Winnipeg Blue Bombers 23-19 
Rider Nation Comes out on Top in the 
Battle of the Prairies
Students are beginning to feel 
the stress of exams. Exams 
offi  cially start on December 
10th, 2007. Th ere are many 
ways to unwind around 
campus including making 
snow angels or snowmen in the 
new fl uff y snow, and visiting 
our local watering hole, SUDS.
In Winnipeg, the names of 
drivers charged with drinking 
and driving overnight will be 
published on the Winnipeg 
Police’s website aft er 11 am 
the next morning. Names 
will be included in daily 
media releases. Controversy 
surrounds this issue as the 
names include people who are 
charged, but not necessarily 
convicted. Some newspapers 
such as the Winnipeg Free 
Press will not publish the list 
of names each morning for this 
reason. (Winnipeg Free Press)
Th e MTS center was host to 
huge mechanical beasts from 
the Jurassic Era on December 
28th. Th e 90 minute show 
had 15 full size animatronic 
dinosaurs and managed 
to be both interesting and 
educational. Th e show was 
presented as a documentary 
and off ered scientifi c wisdom 
about the history of dinosaurs. 
(Winnipeg Free Press)
Earth’s evil twin? A European 
probe has confi rmed the 
existence of lightning on Venus. 
What excites astronomers 
most about the lightning is 
the coolness factor. Venus 
was originally thought to be 
a boring planet, with steady 
winds lasting the last 400 years. 
According to the probe, bursts 
of lightning are frequent, if you 
plan on visiting any time soon, 
be forewarned, under wire bras 
are not recommended.
cup game with the makings of a 
‘Cinderella’ story backing them. 
Winnipeg was without starting 
QB Kevin Glenn aft er he suff ered 
a broken arm in the Eastern Final. 
Taking the snap for the Bombers 
was rookie Ryan Dinwiddie, who 
had never played in a CFL game. 
For his fi rst professional start 
Dinwiddie faired well, going 
15 for 33, 225 yards and one 
touchdown. However Dinwiddie 
is now fi elding his fair share of 
scrutiny for being ‘trigger happy’ 
Roughrider Quarterback Kerry Joseph celebrates his teams’ 23-19 victory over the Winnipeg 
Blue Bombers in the 95th Grey Cup from Toronto.
in the later stages of the game. 
On his fi nal snap, the Bombers 
needed just 2 yards to a fi rst 
down; instead of running the 
ball, Dinwiddie chose to gun it 
up the middle thus surrendering 
his third interception to James 
Johnson in the game and sealing 
the Roughrider victory. 
His receiver of choice in the fi rst 
half was none other than future 
hall of famer Milt Stegall, going 
for 5 catches (4 in the fi rst half) 
and 85 yards in what might have 
been his fi nal CFL game. Stegall, 
who is now 0-2 in Grey Cup 
games, has said there’s a 99.9% 
chance he’ll retire.
Th e Roughriders entered the game 
riding high as favorites from the 
get go. However they got off  to 
a shaky start off ensively in the 
fi rst half. Th eir defense was the 
diff erence in the game, namely 
from Defensive Back James 
Johnson. Johnson set a Grey Cup 
record with three interceptions, 
returning one for a touchdown, 
on his way to Grey Cup MVP 
honours. Saskatchewan Wide 
Receiver Andy Fantuz was named 
Most Valuable Canadian as he 
had four receptions for 70 yards 
and a touchdown.
Th is Grey Cup victory is the third 
in the Saskatchewan Roughrider 
franchise history and the fi rst 
under rookie Head Coach Kent 
Austin. Interestingly enough 
the last time the Riders won 
the cup Austin was the starting 
quarterback for the squad in 
1989.
Lucas Oleniuk/Toronto Star
Letters to the Editor
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also a personal statement. 
• As part of your 
research, you should find out 
if there are opportunities for 
teaching assistantships, research 
assistantships, scholarships, etc. 
at each institution. 
Admission Tests
• Each institution will 
identify what type of admission 
test it requires.  
• The GRE (Graduate 
Record Examination) is the 
most widely used by graduate 
schools.  Visit www.gre.org for 
complete information. GRE 
information booklets (with 
application forms) are available 
at the Career Resource Room 
in Student Services, MacKenzie 
Building.
• The GREs can be taken 
more than once, so it is wise to 
take the test earlier rather than 
later. Also, the test should be 
taken early enough to ensure that 
the scores can be included with 
your application materials. 
• It is now possible to take 
the GRE through a Computer-
Based Test (CBT) Program in 
several locations.  Visit http://
www.gre.org . 
• Students can improve 
their scores greatly through 
careful preparation. Tips for 
writing the GRE are available at: 
http://www.gre.org/pracmats.
html#subjtest 
If you are considering graduate 
school, call 727-9769 for 
an appointment with our 
counsellors in Student Services.
COMMENT
Graduate school requires 
high levels of motivation, real 
dedication, genuine interest in 
research, ability to cope with 
lots of pressure . . . and it costs a 
lot of money. 
Explore the fit
• Know what you 
want. Talk to people about 
your aspirations. Confirm 
for yourself that your reasons 
for pursuing graduate school 
are sound ones. • If your 
marks are not the best, don’t 
despair.  Sometimes personal 
achievements, goals, attitudes, 
etc. are just as important as your 
academic record. You might 
not get into a highly ranked or 
“best” school, but keep in mind 
that there are good programs in 
a wide variety of schools. 
Start early
• Ideally, your 
preparation should start in 3rd
year of a 4-year program. 
• You should spend a lot 
of energy and time researching 
graduate programs. 
• You will need to be 
very organized to do all of the 
required admission activities by 
the various deadlines. 
Develop a faculty relationship
• It helps to find a 
professor who shares your 
interests and is willing to be a 
mentor to you.  
Research schools and programs 
thoroughly
• Every school/program 
should be explored from all 
angles, and evaluated based on 
your own specific criteria to 
ensure that the school/program 
is a good match. 
• Consult your professors 
to uncover research trends 
in your field of interest (i.e. 
who is doing what, where) to 
help find the most appropriate 
opportunities. 
• Review the course 
calendars or department web 
sites at each institution to 
identify the professors and their 
research interests. 
• Contact Graduate 
Student Associations to provide 
first-hand insights into their 
graduate program. 
• Talk to alumni of 
the schools in which you are 
interested. 
• Seek out the 
relevant professional 
associations and check 
to see which schools 
they think offer the best 
programs.  Consider 
joining them. Many 
offer special student 
membership rates – 
some are even free! 
• Try to visit 
prospective schools to 
see for yourself what 
each has to offer. 
Web sites to do a graduate 
school search
SchoolFinder: http://www.
schoolfinder.com/
Canadian Universities & 
Colleges: www.aucc.ca
Canadian, U.S. and 
International: www.
gradschools.com
Database of 1,200 grad schools 
in Canada & U.S.: www.
gradsource.com
Taking action
• After identifying the 
programs that are of particular 
interest to you, request program 
descriptions and application 
forms. 
• Select five or more 
graduate programs that offer 
you a reasonable chance of 
acceptance. "Cover yourself " 
by applying to some programs 
which involve secondary 
interests. 
• Consider contacting the 
person you are most interested 
in working with at your 3 or 4 
top school choices. 
Scholarships and Other Sources 
of Financial Support
• Most major 
competitions for external 
scholarships occur in the fall 
term (this applies to funds 
provided from outside the 
university from federal/
provincial sources:  OGS, 
NSERC, SSHRC, CIHR, etc.). 
• For most scholarship 
applications, a research 
proposal and letters of reference 
are required and in some cases 
  Counsellor’s Corner 
CONSIDERING GRADUATE SCHOOL?
--Bruce Sarbit
The solution to your 
stress is just a few 
blocks from 
the university!
Offering Student 
Massage Therapy Clinics  
Wednesday 11 - 3
$20 + GST! 
Call for more Info.
15th and Rosser Mall
571-0949
  Federal NDP MP 
Peggy Nash introduced a bill in 
the House of Commons to re-
establish a national minimum 
wage at $10.00 per hour. I read 
that while slogging through the 
NDP’s website this morning 
and once again, I am stunned 
but not surprised by the sheer 
economic incompetence of 
the NDP. Of course, I don’t 
fault them for the softness of 
their heart; I just get worried 
when that softness extends 
to their head. Surely the 
intention of the policy is to 
create higher paying jobs for 
those on the bottom rung 
of the economic ladder, is a 
very good one. Of course, we 
should never measure a policy 
by its intentions, but rather, 
we should judge it on the basis 
of its results. If we are really 
concerned about those on 
the bottom of our society, we 
should repeal the minimum 
wage law, and I’ ll tell you why.
 The minimum 
wage law costs the economy 
thousands of jobs that would 
be available for those on the 
bottom of society. Labor is 
a commodity in our society 
which responds to supply and 
demand. If demand for workers 
goes up, wages go up. If supply 
goes up and demand stays 
static, wages go down. Imagine 
a job for an afterhours janitor 
in a restaurant. If the business 
offered a wage of thirty dollars 
per hour, people far and wide 
might apply for the job. If the 
business offered a wage of one 
dollar per hour, nobody would 
apply for the job. On the other 
hand, if a business can budget 
f ive dollars per hour to hire a 
worker, and government tells 
that business he must hire at 
eight dollars per hour, that 
business simply could decide 
not to hire the night janitor at 
all, opting for other staff to pick 
up the duties. An opportunity 
that would have been there 
is not there any longer. If the 
wage is artif icially set, the 
manager of that restaurant 
may only hire f ifteen servers 
instead of twenty servers. 
 The negative effects 
of the minimum wage law 
disproportionately hurt people 
on the bottom rung of the 
economic ladder. Low paying 
jobs are points of entry into 
the larger economy for those 
people with few marketable 
skills.  By allowing fewer 
opportunities for lower paying, 
entry level jobs, you are doing 
a fundamental disservice for 
those in our society who don’t 
have very many marketable 
skills. One of the most 
important questions business 
owners ask in a job interview 
is, “What experience do you 
have?” If you can’t get a higher 
paying job without experience, 
and there is significantly less 
opportunity for lower paying 
jobs, you can get caught in a 
trap.
 The do-good reformers 
on the political left always 
seem to have this idea of 
businessmen as being evil, 
greedy profit driven people, so 
in order to reduce their profits, 
we’ ll raise the minimum wage! 
Well, I’m sorry to tell you, but 
business people tend to not 
take the costs of increased 
government out of their own 
profit margins, but they will 
pass those costs on to the 
consumer. If we raise the 
minimum wage in an area, 
labor costs for all businesses 
increase, so to recoup those 
costs all businesses in the area 
either f ire workers or raise 
prices (or both.) Higher prices 
may not hurt the middle class, 
and it certainly won’t hurt 
the rich. It disproportionately 
hurts those on bottom rung of 
the economic ladder, those who 
we originally had the intention 
to help.
 The test of moral 
ideas, are moral results. 
When we evaluate a policy, we 
should not be answering the 
question “should this policy be 
implemented?”, but rather we 
should answer the question, 
“if we implement this policy, 
will it have the effects we 
intend?” The argument for 
more government is simple, 
if there is something wrong, 
pass a law. The problem is we 
need to understand that if we 
ask government to step in and 
do something about them, we 
not only make things worse 
but we end up with bad results 
elsewhere as well.
View from the Right
---Dave Barnesky
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Naturally High
tampons and or pads during a 
lifetime.
     Natracare feminine products, 
developed by a British woman in 
1989, are made from only 100% 
natural cotton with no chlorine 
bleaching, and many choices are 
now Certifi ed Organic as well. 
Speculation has also been made 
that the wood pulp in “regular” 
mainstream bleached tampons 
may actually be making small 
tears on the vaginal walls as the 
material is far more harsh than 
soft  cotton fi bers and absorbs too 
much moisture, drying out the 
vagina. 
   Natracare products are 
chemical and additive free, and 
biodegradable, containing only 
organic and natural ingredients 
sourced from sound ecologically 
managed producers. More 
information can be found at 
www.natracare.com
       For those who want to 
experience an even more 
environmentally sound 
products, there is the DivaCup, a 
reusable menstrual cup made of 
hypoallergenic odorless latex free 
medical grade silicone the same 
as used to replace human body 
parts like heart valves but not the 
same as the silicone gel used in 
breast augmentation. 
       Menstrual cups have actually 
been around since the 1930’s and 
this new Made in Canada version 
will take menstrual hygiene to the 
modern age of environmentally 
sound practices. I was quite 
amazed at the testimonials on 
their website at www.divacup.
com as the women mention such 
things as “no leaks, no odor, no 
mess, and ease of inserting, etc.” 
two farm kids stocks the DivaCup 
and a variety of Natracare 
products. 
         For a number of years, animal 
rights lovers have demonstrated 
against the testing of personal 
care ingredients and products 
on animals, and the emergence 
of “Cruelty Free” products have 
fi lled the shelves. Although it is a 
great cause, it has always made me 
ponder that products we would 
never consider putting on rabbits, 
we blithely lather onto the skin of 
us human guinea pigs. 
       Th e enormity of what we put 
on our skin and thereby absorb 
into our lymph tissue, blood, 
organs, glands, brain and the rest 
of the cells of our bodies really 
struck me a few years ago when 
I fi rst read of the birth control 
patch. Th ere was a huge light bulb 
eff ect. I exclaimed, “Holy smokes! 
If slapping onto your tummy, a 
small sticky band aid containing 
hormones prevents pregnancy 
by impacting that much on a 
woman’s reproductive system, 
just how much damage is all the 
creams, lotions, shampoos, hair 
dyes and make-up doing to us?” 
Media exposure this past summer 
on the carcinogenic coal tar dyes 
in lipsticks brought the issue to 
our attention once again. 
      Women stand to suff er the 
most, just from the massive 
variety of products in the name of 
beauty that we use every day, and 
many of the additives have been 
linked to hormonal cancers such 
as breast cancer. Certainly infants 
and children are greatly impacted 
because of the immaturity of 
their livers to fi lter out the toxins. 
And men, especially the young 
metrosexual ones, are beginning 
to imitate the women by using 
more hair dyes, lotions and even 
make-up. 
    Since my revelation on damaging 
ingredients in personal care 
products,  I have made a concerted 
eff ort to read of all the damaging 
additives, artifi cial colors and 
more put into personal care items, 
and have endeavored to stock 
better more natural alternatives 
in our store, while getting rid 
of the ones with the additives 
tagged as probable carcinogens. 
In Canada, it is only recently that 
personal care manufacturers have 
been legislated to disclose a full 
ingredient list on every personal 
care item but they still are allowed 
to put problematic ones into 
formulations. 
     Th e EU (European Union) 
banned many ingredients fl agged 
as carcinogens in personal care 
products, and I am happy to 
report that Canada is at least 
considering following suit. How 
quickly it happens here can be 
greatly helped by concerned 
citizen lobbying and petitioning. I 
would be very happy to assist any 
groups interested in beginning 
a petition to that eff ect. If you or 
your group would like to make 
a diff erence, please email me at 
sylvia@twofarmkids.com
Besides being bombarded with 
hundreds of choices in the beauty 
and body care arena, every month 
women use pads and tampons 
that could be a health threat in 
terms of the chemicals inherent in 
the bleaching process that turns 
wood pulp into these products.
    A by-product of chlorine 
bleaching the wood fi bers, dioxin 
is a very potent chemical, and 
millions of women are using this 
damaging chemical month aft er 
month in tampons right next to 
their reproductive organs. Dioxin 
is one of a number of chemicals 
known as endocrine disruptors, 
meaning that it accumulates in the 
fat cells of the body, mimicking 
the body’s own hormones and 
causing hormone imbalances. Th e 
book “Our Stolen Future” is a very 
interesting read on the probable 
long term eff ects of endocrine 
disruptors on human fertility 
rates.
   Besides the threat to each woman 
wearing bleached menstrual 
products with traces of dioxin, 
the environment is impacted as 
the billions of used products end 
up in the garbage. Each woman 
is estimated to use about 11000 
S a f e r  Pe r s o n a l  C a r e  Pr o d u c t s
--Sylvia Ubell  B.Ed
    With the holiday time fast 
approaching and little money 
in your pocket it can diffi  cult 
to get your holiday shopping 
done.  Don’t get yourself down 
if you can not aff ord to buy your 
partner the piece of jewelry or 
ipod they have been dreaming 
of.  
     Here are 10 low costing 
romantic things you can do 
for your partner during the 
Christmas holidays:
1. Tie a bow around your 
naked body.
2. Try a new sexual 
position and call it doin 
the reindeer (instead of 
doggie style).
3. Let your partner play 
out a Christmas fantasy. 
Have you been naughty 
or nice?  
4. Buy a new sex toy and 
explore it together.    
5. Place the mistletoe over 
diff erent parts of your 
body and have your 
partner………well you 
know the rest.
6. Make a coupon book 
of holiday treats to 
pleasure your partner.
7. Buy some sexy 
Christmas lingerie 
and have your partner 
unwrap you.
--Kerry Law
Sex Ed In The City
People’s Market Place
--Cara Edge
 I can remember telling 
my parents as we made the 
annual Christmas morning trek 
into Winnipeg that this would 
be our last “traditional” Edge 
Christmas.  Not foreseeing 
any reason that our traditions 
would change, they looked at 
me as if I was crazy (though, 
that is how most people look at 
me).  Little did any of us know, 
12 months later, following the 
rather spur-of-the-moment 
marriage of my sister, my 
prediction would be true.  
 Currently, our plans 
for Christmas, which were so 
set in stone in years gone by, 
are nothing but a question 
mark f loating in the ether. 
While I can’t begrudge my 
sister and my newly-minted 
brother-in-law for wanting to 
start their own traditions, I 
can’t help but feel a wave of 
nostalgia for Christmases not 
so long past, and the traditions 
that came with them.  
 I haven’t had the 
pleasure / felt the pressure to 
view the various traditions 
that different families have, 
so I admit that I am quite 
close minded to anything that 
seems contrary to my own 
personal customs.  “Pizza?!” 
I can remember scoffing, 
“Who the hell eats PIZZA 
on Christmas?” when I 
heard the tradition of one 
household.  The simple fact 
that another household doesn’t 
do anything for Christmas 
(though not for religious 
reasons, or the lack there of ) 
blows my mind to the point 
of incomprehension.  After 
all, what is Christmas if it’s 
not climbing into the car and 
traveling for a minimum of 
two hours?  
            Perhaps Christmas 
traditions are not generally 
universal, but I have found 
one thing that appears to 
be relatively widespread: 
everyone is subjected (or 
subjects others) to A Christmas 
Story.  Whether it is on Special 
Edition DVD, a worn-out VHS 
or the 24 hour marathon on 
TBS, everyone knows it’s not 
Christmas until you’ve seen 
the not-so-beloved Ralphie 
and his father’s leg lamp. 
Nothing says Christmas more 
than watching a pre-pubescent 
boy eat soap while his future 
self provides a commentary on 
which soaps are best suited to 
different palates.  
            The bunny-suited 
boy, with his near obsessive 
desire for an Official Red 
Ryder Carbine-Action Two-
Hundred-Shot Range Model 
Air Rif le, has become a symbol 
of Christmas apparently 
worthy to join the pantheon 
along with Rudolph, Santa 
and Jesus (supposing he hasn’t 
been kicked out for his slightly 
less greedy views on the 
holiday).  Ralphie represents 
all the consumer greed for 
which Christmas has become 
famous!  What happened to 
the holiday season being about 
togetherness with family? 
Perhaps it is due to the turkey 
disaster sending the family 
to the Chop Suey Palace for 
Christmas Duck (head still 
attached) that has made 
families feel more comfortable 
straying from the traditional 
Christmas fares.  After all, why 
cook at home on Christmas 
when the Parkers’ don’t? 
            I realize that my angst 
toward A Christmas Story
is tempering the potential 
joy which the movie can 
impart.  There must be some 
hilarity to seeing a boy stick 
his tongue to a metal f lag 
pole in the middle of winter. 
Perhaps I have just seen it too 
often to fully appreciate its 
magic, given that my father 
forces us to watch it every 
year.  It seems the anger I hold 
toward this movie is due to the 
fact that it is the last vestige 
that I have of a traditional 
Christmas, and it is, in itself, 
non-traditional.   Slowly, as 
I come to terms with the fact 
that the a-typical Christmases 
endorsed by my friends may 
not have been perverted by 
the unconventional values 
of a slightly cynical movie, 
I may learn to live through, 
and love the 1983 Christmas 
classic.  After all, it is the only 
tradition that remains stable 
in my life
8. Buy candy cane fl avored 
lubricant.
9. Dress up as a sexy 
version of Mr. or Mrs. 
Clause.
10.  Place some snow in your 
mouth and perform oral 
sex.
       Bonus: Have sex with your 
toque on!
     Be glad you’re not Santa 
because Santa only comes once 
a year!
From all of us at SERC have a 
safe and happy holiday!  
Sylvia Ubell is  an alumni of  
U. of S.,  and owns and oper-
ates  TWO  FARM KIDS  
NATURAL  FOODS  with her 
husband, Greg. 
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MARRIAGE 
COMMISSIONER
Small or large weddings
Casual or formal
Location of your choice
Student Discount
 
Marlene Brichon  7281910
ambrichon@westman.
wave.ca
100% Brandon Callers
The Party Line
Dial: 72-Party
Ads * Jokes * Stories & 
More!
Meet New People...
...Make New Friends
Ladies-R-Free!
Free Local Call! 
Try it NOW! 18+
ServicesPersonals
copies
$5. 0 0  f o r  f i r s t  t h e  30  wo r d s , 
10  ce nt s / wo r d  a f te r.   Fr e e  f o r  St u d e nt s !
1040 - 26th Street  
729-8844  or  1-866-768-4847
Brandon University
Debating Society
Argumentative?
Judgemental?
 Yeah, we like that. 
meetings 
Wednesdays, 5:00 pm in 
CHO215
BUZS presents:
Movie Nights: Wed 5 pm 
Brodie Building. B. 
Pizza $2.00, 
drinks and chips $1.00. 
 
BBQ's
Last friday of every month.
 
Smokies $3.00
Hotdogs $1.00
Burgers $2.00
Cheeseburgers $2.50
3rd Floor Brodie Building 
 
See you there!
What does The Women’s 
Resource Centre Offer?
Domestic Violence Counselling
Information and Referral
Informed Women’s Series
Free Computer Access
Clothing Exchange
Monthly Legal Clinics
Volunteer Opportunities
800 Rosser Avenue, The Town Centre
204-726-8632
Toll Free: 1-866-255-4432
info@womenscentrebrandon.com
www.thewomenscentrebrandon.com
The Women’s 
Resource Centre
STAGE 
NOTES 
STUDIO
Call Erin @ 727-1031
for singing lessons
Not valid with any other offer or promotion.  Expires May 15, 2007
FREE
NACHOS
Buy ANY SIZE
Pizza & 2 cans
of Coke/Pepsi
FREE
and receive a
Nacho Order
Tortilla Chips, Onions, Green Peppers, Tomatoes, Black Olives And Banana Peppers Baked With Cheddar And
Mozzarella Cheese And Served With.... Side Of Salsa or ADD SOUR CREAM for $1.00 727-7777
Monday,  December 03 , 200710 BUSU
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Kristen Perrott
Staff
     I remember many occasions as 
a young girl, tip-toeing into my 
Grandmother’s bedroom. It was 
almost like entering a magical 
world that belonged to someone 
entirely different from the lady 
in Fortrell slacks downstairs. I 
would stand there at her dresser 
with a sense of something like 
awe, amazed at the drawers 
filled with glittering costume 
jewelry and smooth satin gloves; 
amazed that she had an identity 
and a story beyond her role as 
my grandmother; a wonderfully 
mysterious story, and one that I 
was still connected to.
   In her thesis exhibition, 
Heirlooms, painter and mixed-
media artist Angela Graham 
explores these ideas in her 
current exhibition at Brandon 
University’s Glen P. Sutherland 
Gallery. Graham works with 
issues of identity and the 
personal history of women in 
her own family, playing with 
layers of paint, fabric, furniture, 
personal objects, text and 
audio. 
   Walking through the gallery 
doors, the viewer is graciously 
invited to share her story 
by stepping into a series of 
vignettes that honor and explore 
the identities of three of her 
family’s matriarchs: her mother, 
Louise, her grandmother, Angie, 
and her Great-Grandmother, 
Aniela. 
    Each vignette is anchored with 
a lovingly rendered portrait, 
surrounded by furniture pieces, 
carefully chosen personal 
objects, and hand-painted 
photographs.  Graham has 
worked through the process 
of altering many of the objects 
with stitching and collage to 
greater emphasize the personal 
nature of the items in relation 
to the women to whom they 
belonged. For example, Graham 
has physically emphasized the 
imprint of Angie’s body in her 
easy chair, crafted intricate 
paper-lace from vintage comic 
strips overlaying Louise’s lamp 
and stitched a cascade of family 
photos to Aniela’s apron.  The 
spaces remind us how everyday 
objects turn into mementos as 
they become imbued with the 
history of an individual. 
     Each woman’s space is further 
layered with variously rendered 
texts that reference time and 
place and hint at intricacies 
lying just beneath the surface. 
Adding further to the layers of 
stories, swirling around in these 
intimate environments are the 
recorded voices and laughter 
of both Graham’s mother and 
Grandmother, telling their tales 
in with their own unique use of 
language.
    Graham invites us to engage 
with her show in a very tactile 
manner; to feel the fabric, look 
in the drawers, open the books 
and sit in the chairs, as a way 
to not only understand how 
the lives of women in her life 
have informed her identity but 
connect us as well with our own 
memories and our own stories. 
Matriarchs and Dresser Drawers: Angela Graham’s Heirlooms
a similar set-up.
   One of the only good things 
emerging out of this entire 
spectacle involves the scary, 
market-changing “series of 
tubes” — to steal Ted Stevens’ 
apt description of the Internet 
— which is at the heart of this 
debate, because it 
further exemplifies 
the entertainment 
i n d u s t r y ’ s 
struggle with new 
technology. 
   The WGA, on the 
other hand, is all 
over the Net, using 
it comprehensively 
to communicate its 
concerns and also 
as a creative outlet.
   For example, 
United Hollywood 
(unitedhollywood.
blogspot.com), a 
website written by a “group of 
strike captains”, is live-blogging 
the picket lines and uploading 
videos with frustrated sound 
bites from writers to YouTube. 
A few of the writers also took it 
upon themselves to educate the 
Internet masses via YouTube 
videos laden with infographics, 
which eloquently demonstrate 
their stance. 
  Meanwhile, Emmy-award-
winning writer/director/
producer Ken Levine is writing 
his own The Simpsons skits on 
his blog (kenlevine.blogspot.
com).
  Who would’ve thought that 
Hollywood’s writers could be so 
spontaneously witty, opinionated 
and imaginative when called into 
action? Remarkable, indeed.
OTTAWA (CUP) -- The 
Writers Guild of America has 
gone on strike and the shit has 
hit the fan. Reruns are starting to 
take over primetime television. 
  Hollywood is losing money, both 
in and out of the 
studios. Through 
a depressing 
financial osmosis 
of sorts, the strike 
is weakening local 
L.A. businesses 
that rely on 
tourism and the 
e n t e r t a i n m e n t 
industry.
  Famous 
actors and the 
H o l l y w o o d 
elite — most 
of whom are 
unaccustomed to 
being in the spotlight for their 
opinions on the power struggles 
of the industry — are coming 
out of the woodwork. They’re 
mostly taking a stand in support 
of the Writers Guild of America 
(WGA) strike, though some have 
crossed the picket lines.
   In a nutshell, the guild, which 
represents 12,000 television, 
movie, and radio writers, has 
failed to renegotiate their union 
contract with the Alliance of 
Motion Picture and Television 
Producers (AMPTP) because 
writers are being poorly 
paid for residuals (similar to 
royalties) for DVD sales, and 
not paid at all for low-cost “new 
media” distribution methods, 
like Internet and cell-phone 
downloads.
Hollywood’s Creative Underdogs Take on the Bigwigs
T i n a  H a s s a n n i a  
Bureau Chief     In the ‘80s, the WGA acquiesced 
to the AMPTP’s demands to 
take a temporary 80 per-cent 
cut on residuals, because of the 
AMPTP’s argument that home 
video was an “unproven” and 
costly market. Over a span of 20 
years, the home-video market 
skyrocketed, manufacturers 
decreased costs and the DVD 
took over VHS. The WGA’S 
attempts to regain that 80 per 
cent from the home-video market 
— which made four times as 
much money as box office sales 
in 2004 — have failed.
     This brings us to the 
current strike. It’s not difficult 
to understand that, when 
compared to other creative 
industries, there is a lack of fair, 
proportional residuals paid to 
entertainment writers so that 
they can do normal things like 
pay the bills and survive periods 
of unemployment — a reality for 
many WGA members. 
If musicians and authors receive 
royalties when their work is used, 
these writers should benefit from 
A r t  by  A n ge l a  G r a h a m
    Heirlooms runs from 
November 26 to December 1st, 
and will be followed by Tracy 
Singleton’s Changing Horizon’s 
and Jen Randall’s Fashion 
Sense-ibility (December 5th to 
12th).
    The Glen P. Sutherland Gallery 
is located on campus at 2021 
Victoria Avenue. Gallery hours 
are Monday through Saturday 2 
– 6 pm (closed Sunday).
Glen P. Sutherland Gallery of Art upcoming thesis shows:
Jen Randall and Tracy Singleton, B.F.A. Thesis
December 5 to December 12, 2007; Reception Party: December 7
th
at 7:00 PM
Derryl May, B.F.A. Thesis
December 14 to December 21, 2007
Reception Party TBA
(The Glen P. Sutherland Gallery of Art is located at 2021 Victoria Avenue, between 20
th
and 21
st
Street. Please note that the gallery entrance is located
at the north side of the building, facing the parking lot.)
•
•
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Book
Cara: Th is is one of those fi lms 
that I’d like to see again, to see 
if it is possible to fi gure out the 
ending before it happens.  
Neal:  Th at’s a typical post-
suicide thought pattern.  Yes, 
this is a teen suicide movie, 
with content-intensity on 
par with such jolly romps as 
Requiem for a Dream. 
C: As much fun as this wasn’t, 
it suited the tired and slightly 
grouchy…
N:  … you forgot hung over.
C:  Come on!  I’m not that hung 
over, uh… oh yeah… it suited 
the mood we were in.  We 
wouldn’t have done well with a 
comedy.  
N:  Well, I really like this one – 
plot summary incoming – Teen 
suicide at a high school, then we 
rewind to 8 am and watch the 
day, following the messed up 
lives of six characters through 
gritty and anachronic drama
C:  I was a little unimpressed 
with the way that it relied on the 
use of “school video project”-
type footage to fi ll in important 
details of the students’ lives.  It 
has become almost cliché in 
teenaged-tragedy to use this 
type of technique.  
N:  Well, I think that the 
director included that 
retrospective commentary 
more for a “reality TV” eff ect.  
C:  It might have achieved that, 
but it doesn’t keep it from being 
a cliché… it’s been done!
N:  Let’s not let this get into a 
theoretical discussion in which 
we delve into the nature of the 
cliché – remember, even “I love 
you” is a quotation.  I don’t feel 
that the style that 2:37 follows 
is particularly overdone – in 
fact, if it is following a style, 
it’s a deliberate parody, given 
the serious nature of all of 
the subject matter, especially 
if compared to typical 
“teen tragedies” and reality 
television.  
C:  Ah! I think the reason 
you don’t think it’s overdone 
is because you don’t’ watch 
enough teen tragedies!  Every 
aft er-school special has done a 
show exactly like this!  Maybe 
it wasn’t a teen-suicide, but a 
teen shooting, bullying, drug 
use, etc.  
N:  Right, and that’s the target 
of the parody – take the style 
and use it in the form of a 
serious dramatic fi lm, instead 
of an insipid public service 
announcement for “tweens”!  
Jameson!
C:  I don’t think it’s necessarily 
a parody if they have the same 
aims!  Sure, there was no teen 
celeb at the end, listing off  teen-
hotline numbers, but take that 
part out of any teen show, and 
you have the exact same thing 
as 2:37!  You can’t treat subjects 
like suicide in a light-hearted 
manner!  
N:  Exactly the same except for 
the target audience!  Th is isn’t 
an educational social-problem 
fi lm we’re reviewing - it’s a 
complex and engaging fi lm.  
C:  I fail to see how you can 
give this one so much more 
credit than an aft er-school teen 
special.  Just because it’s full-
length and shown in a theatre 
doesn’t mean that it’s any more 
credible. 
N:  No, but the fact that it’s 
better acted, better written, 
better direct, and obviously 
not intended to somehow warn 
the audience about the topics 
which it discusses does point to 
parody.
C:  I don’t think that it’s a 
parody, dammit!  Maybe it was 
just a slightly more eff ective 
version of the same idea!
N:  Th e fact that it’s not the 
same target audience means 
that it’s a diff erent concept.  
Parody is just the manipulation 
of the eccentricities of some 
particular style, not necessarily 
as comedy or for the purpose of 
ridicule.  Read Jameson’s essay, 
seriously.  
C:  But you said it’s the exact 
same thing, just better quality.  
Maybe it’s the quality that 
changes the target audience. 
I think that a teenager could 
watch this fi lm and get as much 
out of it as someone else.
N:  Now I know for a fact 
that you would never feel that 
this fi lm would be suitable 
to show to a grade 12 class. 
I’m saying that the concept of 
this fi lm included a parody of 
that refl ective style amongst 
other great things which I have 
mentioned, and it’s that concept 
which sets it apart.  
C:  I would so show it to a grade 
12 class – sure, I spent a full fi ve 
minutes tarring up at the roof, 
but if it’s going to make them 
uncomfortable, so be it – these 
aren’t cheerful subjects but 
they need to discuss it – why 
sugar coat it?
N:  I was more referring to 
the graphic nudity and sexual 
content that could get a teacher 
fi red.
C:  Oh right.  I chose to repress 
that.
N:  Diff erent target audience 
– not even mass release R rated 
theatre crowd.  Serious and 
mature fi lm lovers only – it gets 
pretty intense.
C: … yeah… I have nothing left  
to say.  
Teresa Birmingham
Sta 
I’ l l begin this review 
with a somewhat cl iché 
quote, “A dog is man’s best 
fr iend.”  In the case of this 
book, a dog can be both 
man’s best fr iend and worst 
enemy.  Marley and Me is 
the captivating account of a 
couple’s l i fe with their wi ld 
labrador retriever, Marley, 
who grows from a yel low 
bundle of fur into ninety 
seven pounds of maniac 
dog.  Marley chews through 
wal ls during thunderstorms, 
sat isf ies his appetite for 
jewelry by indulging in a 
brand new gold neck lace, 
and crashes through screen 
doors.  Obedience school 
did no good, nor did the 
tranqui l izers prescribed by 
the vet.
But Marley’s heart 
was pure.  Just as he joy ful ly 
refused any l imits on his 
behavior, Marley a lso refused 
to l imit the love and af fect ion 
that he showed to his family. 
Marley shared the couple’s 
joy at their f irst pregnancy 
and their heartbreak over the 
miscarriage. He was there 
when babies f ina l ly arrived 
and when the screams of a 
seventeen-year-old stabbing 
v ict im pierced the night. 
Marley and Me
By  John Grogan
Blood Ties (2007)
Goofy Movie 
Titles
Marley shut down a public 
beach and managed to land 
a role in a feature-length 
movie, a lways winning 
hearts as he made a mess of 
things. Through it a l l, he 
remained steadfast, a model 
of devotion, even when his 
family was at its wit ’s end. 
Uncondit ional love, they 
would learn, comes in many 
forms.
Is it possible for 
humans to discover the 
key to happiness through 
a bigger-than-li fe, bad-
boy dog?  This incredibly 
moving story wi l l show you 
that it is.  Through laughter, 
anger, and tears, this book 
envelops you into the l i fe of 
the Grogan family and their 
unforgettable dog.  Marley 
and Me is the heartbreaking 
and powerful ode to the love 
people have for their pets 
and the unlimited love pets 
have for their owners.  This 
book is the def ining story 
of how a pet can impact 
and change a human l i fe – a 
must-read for any pet owner, 
especia l ly those of us who 
have been captivated by the 
unbreakable bond we have 
with our own dogs.
TV
Ally  Ottenbreit
Sta 
2:37 
2006:Writ/Dir Murali K. Th alluri
A&E
    One of the best surprises for me 
this season turned out to be the 
lesser-known Canadian vampire 
drama Blood Ties, which airs on 
Space TV every Friday night. It is 
based on the same-named series 
of books by Tanya Huff  and so far, 
it has been really good, but not 
necessarily in the conventional 
way. It didn’t blow me away like 
other shows have. Th e storylines, 
premise and setting are all been-
there-seen-that but by the end of 
each episode I really, really can’t 
wait to see what happens in the 
next one. Why, you ask? Well, I’ll 
tell you that it has everything to 
do with the actors in the show 
and the characters they play. 
Th ey win me over every time. 
Th ey are what makes the show 
so good.  Th e central character 
in the show is 30-something-
year-old Vicki Nelson. Vicki is a 
tough former cop, who quit the 
force aft er being regulated to a 
desk job when she started to lose 
her sight. She suff ers from some 
sort of degenerative eye disease 
which apparently will cause her 
to someday be blind. Vicki can 
still see, though she has tunnel 
vision and night blindness, but 
instead of letting it bring her 
down, she starts her own private 
investigation business.
Matt Berry
Staff
10. Murders at the Zoo
9. Nuns on the Run
8. Scream Blacula Scream
7. BAADASSSSS!
6. The Fearless Vampire Killers or: Pardon 
Me, But Your Teeth Are In My Neck
5. I’m Gonna Git You Sucka
4. Leprechaun: In The Hood
3. Surf Nazis Must Die
2. The Incredibly Strange Creatures Who 
Stopped Living and Became Mixed-Up 
Zombies!!?
1. Them!
We demand greater and more 
equivocal access to corned beef!!
Anger, forgiveness, forgetting 
– a natural progression. But 
those seeking effi  ciency can 
fast-track to step 3 by drinking.
How’s the email that ruined your 
life going?... Oh, it’s still ruined.
Sometimes it’s nice to “stir 
things up” just to see the 
pretty colors.
In a small corner of SUDS, I fell in 
love with Tanqueray. An exotic 
beast who seduced my senses. I 
will never be the same again.
Why fi ght tooth-and-nail for 
an A+ when a C will get you a 
degree? No one cares about 
your mark in 14th century 
Spanish literature when you’re 
serving tables at Montana’s.
I quite like the guy, not that I 
would makeout with him. But 
if I wanted to, he would be my 
fi rst choice. Minus the beard.
I have to cheer the riders, I stuck 
with them for 17 years of shit, 
why give up now?
Interventions may help 
people, but they also break 
up relationships; please 
remember that next time 
you come in between me 
and my friend Captain 
Morgan.
Love bites . . . so bite back!
You may think that you’re 
being a bitch by kicking me 
when I’m down, but what you 
don’t know is that I’m secretly 
into S&M.
We want our coat rack returned 
post-haste.
H oros cop es
(In Random order... what...it’s exam time!)
Aquarius
You’re swimming in a big ocean, full of 
other fi shes . . . watch out for a piseasean 
friend.
Aries
Competition is tough, but the only 
competition you need to worry about 
this week is between yourself and the 
mirror.
Libra
Hmm, homework? Work? You will fi nd a 
balance, its name will be Molson.
Virgo
You know you’re a Virgo when, you’ve 
noticed that Virgo sounds a lot like 
virgin, and you have a dirty enough 
mind to realize that she’s a pretty hot 
woman for an icon.
Sagittarius
Smile, you’ve been caught. I predict, you 
will make out this week, twice. The fi rst 
time is for practice the second time is 
for people to walk in on and watch the 
action.
Gemini
Presents are in your near future. I 
think we are all hoping they are shiny 
packaged ones and not the – “Hey mom, 
I have a present for you, it’s a bun . . . the 
metaphorical bun in the oven type bun. 
Happy New Year?”
Leo
No long horoscope for you this week. 
Surprised??? Actually . . . me too! Things 
will settle down. In fact, they probably 
have by now. See? I so told you so.
Pisces
I think we should put the token . . . Hey, 
that’s the same horoscope as last week, 
nuts, they forgot about me again, now 
I’m going to go into a fi t of depression 
because I’m a Pisces and that’s what we 
do. And yes, all because you forgot to 
write me a good horoscope. I see bouts of 
depression for no reason in your future. 
Awwww, muffi n . . . Suck it up.
Capricorn
My ex was a Capricorn. I see breaking 
up in your future. Happy Holidays. (And 
happy divorce day for those of you this 
has already happened to) :D
Taurus
Group work is the new wave of your 
future. Lots and lots of group action. 
Wow, you’re a popular person. (The 
reader’s interpretation of group action 
may be assumed to be taken very 
liberally, even though the writer did not 
imply at all that it was meant in say the 
type of group action that constitutes say . 
. . and orgy or a three some).
Scorpio
Live, love and laugh. I see the attempt 
at all this in the future for you. And 
no, one night stands over the holidays 
do not mean you have to buy an extra 
Christmas present, just more condoms. 
Be safe.
Can I make a prediction? … 
They’re gonna makeout… 
Twice.
Well said, Neal. I was 
pleasently surprised by the 
fi rst set of remarks. Not so 
surprised by the second 
...heated... set.
Jeff Donaldson
Aunt Jemima and the 
Pillsbury Dough Boy, 1963-
64
48” x 48”
Mixed media
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1.04 blocks per game (6th in 
Canada West) and 1.93 k/g.
    Their record (2-6, at press 
time) does not ref lect the 
talent this team possesses. 
If the can pull together next 
semester, their schedule leans 
in their favor. With upcoming 
games against Simon Fraser, 
Winnipeg, Saskatchewan and 
Regina, the team has a definite 
possibility of making it to 
playoffs for the first time in 
program history.
 Men’s Volleyball
Overall Grade: B+
    What a difference one year 
can make. Last year the team 
was struggling for a playoff 
birth. Now the team not only 
holds playoff expectations, but 
has the ability to win night 
in and night out, regardless 
of the opponent. The Cats 
demonstrated this by back to 
back 5 set losses to the then 
(and still) #1 ranked Alberta 
Golden Bears.
   The off-season acquisitions of 
Aussies Paul Sanderson, Cam 
Blewett and Luke Reynolds 
have made huge impacts on 
the team. Sanderson, the 2nd
year transfer student from 
Wantirna, Australia, is 3rd in 
Canada West in kills per game 
with 4.37 (0.35 K%). While 
Blewett, the 1st year Libero from 
Melbourne, averages 2.33 digs 
per game. Kevin Miller and 
Joel Small continue their strong 
play for the Cats averaging 
2.30 and 2.07 k/g respectively 
while 5th year Right Side and 
team captain Al Hart chips in 
averaging 1.91 k/g.
   Second semester has the Cats 
squaring off against Canada 
West bottom feeders Regina 
and Saskatchwan, as well as an 
important match up against 
the 3-5 Manitoba Bisons. If the 
Cats can secure at least a couple 
more wins and stay above .500, 
we’ll see them in post-season 
play come mid-February.
Women’s Basketball
Overall Grade: C-
   It’s not an easy task rewriting 
the history books. Nor is it easy 
walking into an opponents’ 
gym night after night without 
Jennalee Burch
Sports Editor
       It is the half way point 
for all four of the BU Bobcat 
Athletic teams. With half of 
their respective season games 
in the books, now is an optimal 
time to sit back and ref lect 
on the first portion of the 
season. Much like each student 
receives a report card following 
a semester of work; each of the 
four Bobcat teams will receive 
an overall team grade. These 
grades are based on their team 
records, history, potential, and 
intangibles. Of course each 
team took their fair share of 
bumps and bruises thus far, but 
let’s see which team is making 
the grade.
These ‘marks’ are based upon 
the opinions of the Sports Staff 
at the Quill, and do not ref lect 
the opinion of BU Athletics 
or the Quill newspaper as a 
whole.
Women’s Volleyball
Overall Grade: C+
     The grade is a bit harsh, 
I know, but there is an 
explanation behind it. To put 
it plainly, the team has way 
too much potential for the 
expectations not to be high. 
The team clawed their way to a 
disappointing 4-16 record last 
season; not to sound the alarm 
pre-maturely but their heading 
towards a similar outcome 
unless some changes are made. 
It’s not like they don’t have the 
personnel to get the job done, 
the Ladycats boast a deep line-
up.
   Second year Power Teagan 
Hunter has proved that night 
in and night out she is reliable 
for the Ladycats, leading the 
team in kills per game (k/
g) with 2.72 (12th in Canada 
West). While Crystal Cornish, 
Left-side 2nd year, is a constant 
threat on the court and not far 
behind Hunter with 2.38 k/g 
(17th in Canada West). Ashley 
Creighton keeps her presence 
felt out on the court averaging 
Bobcat Mid-Season Report Card
Jennalee Burch
an ounce of respect exuding 
from the other bench or 
the bleachers. These are the 
everyday challenges facing the 
Ladycats Basketball team, but 
nobody ever said it would be 
easy. Despite the unfavorable 
odds, the Ladycats have taken 
some huge steps in the first 
three months of this season, 
bigger steps than they’ve taken 
in the last 3 years. Shouldering 
the scoring for the young 
Ladycats are 2nd year guard 
Allie Butz and 2nd year forward 
Melanie Thompson with 11 
and 11.38 points per game 
respectively. Not far behind is 
2nd year forward Jayla Bousquet 
with 9.75 ppg, Bousquet also 
leads the team in rebounding 
averaging 4.88 boards per 
game.
     It’s evident to anyone 
attending Ladycat games this 
year that the team can keep up 
with any team in the league; 
their main issue is playing for 
the full 40 minutes. If they can 
sort out the costly mid-game 
lulls and play to the potential 
they possess, the Ladycats are 
fully capable of upsetting a 
couple teams down the road. 
Second semester games against 
Fraser Valley (3-7), Lethbridge 
(1-7), and the winless Thompson 
Rivers Wolfpack are all on 
the Ladycats horizon. Not to 
mention future games against 
division rivals Manitoba, 
Regina and Winnipeg, all of 
which are well within their 
reach. Wins will happen this 
year for the Women’s Basketball 
team, we’ll just have to see how 
many.
Men’s Basketball
Overall Grade: A
   Lofty expectations have loomed 
with this team seemingly since 
the buzzer rang last year in 
Halifax. But has the team lived 
up to them? We at the Quill 
believe so. They’re boasting a 
Great Plains Division best 7-1 
record (14-3 overall), 2 losses 
at the hands of Alberta and the 
other to the #1 overall Carleton 
Ravens. None of their losses 
are anything to be ashamed 
about, but don’t tell the Cats 
that. The sting from the loss 
to the Ravens this year and last 
is still felt. Giving them plenty 
of motivation to continue with 
their winning ways and meet 
up with the Ravens again come 
nationals in March.
       So far this season the Cats 
display balanced team scoring 
with 4 Bobcats averaging double 
figures every night. Leading 
the way is 3rd year guard Dany 
Charlery, averaging 19.38 ppg, 
6.25 rbds, 3.5 assists, and 3.38 
steals per game. 5th year post 
Adam Hartman has been the 
rock for the team for the past 
couple of years, this year is no 
exception as he averages 18.75 
points and 5.5 rebounds a game. 
Yul Michel is amassing another 
strong year in his 5th outing 
with 15.38 ppg and 6 assists per 
game. 3rd year transfer student 
Tarik Tokar has displayed his 
scoring ability averaging 12.29 
ppg off of 57% shooting from 
the field and 52% from beyond 
the arc. Stevens Marcelin is 
having a solid year for the Cats 
as well averaging 8 ppg and 
9.25 boards.
    Second semester has the 
Cats with scheduled match ups 
against the nationally ranked 
Calgary Dinos and the UBC 
Thunderbirds. UBC (ranked 
2nd overall, 9-1) should prove to 
be a pivotal game for the Cats, 
and a chance at revenge for last 
years’ loss in the Canada West 
Final.
Ap ply  @  2n d  F l r.  K D C 
o r 
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Sports Sound-Off !
Everyone join the Mike Raimbault Fan Club on facebook!
- tm
RIDERS WIN RIDERS WIN 
RIDERS WIN RIDERS WIN 
RIDERS WIN RIDERS WIN 
RIDERS WIN RIDERS WIN
- ERIN
Who is this Larkins you guys 
keep writing about?
- meg
(in response to above) He is a 
legend.
- the Quill
Want to have your voice heard? Write in about anything that may 
be on your mind. Professional Sports, University Athletics, to BU 
Campus Recreation Intramurals; if it’s on your mind, it’s worth our 
time.
Submit your piece to sports@thequill.ca and check out the next 
edition of the Quill!
Say what you want, when you want (just remember, keep it fairly 
clean kids!).
SPORTS
WOMEN’S 
VOLLEYBALL
1. Manitoba (9-1) / (1)
2. UBC (8-1) / (2)
3. Alberta (7-1) / (T3)
4. Montreal (8-2) / (6)
5. Calgary (6-2) / (T3)
6. Sherbrooke (8-2) / (7)
7. McGill (7-3) / (T3)
8. Trinity Western (6-2) / (8)
9. Saint Mary’s (6-2) / (9)
10. Moncton (7-3) / (NR)
MEN’S VOLLEYBALL
1. Alberta (7-1) / (1)
2. Winnipeg (6-2) / (2)
3. UBC (6-2) / (3)
4. McMaster (11-0) / (5)
5. Laval (7-2) / (4)
6. Dalhousie (7-1) / (6)
7. Thompson Rivers (6-2) / (8)
8. Trinity Western (4-4) / (7)
9. Brandon (4-4) / (9)
10. UNB (5-3) / (10)
WOMEN’S 
BASKETBALL
1. Simon Fraser (10-0) / (1)
2. UBC (9-1) / (2)
3. Memorial (6-0) / (3)
4. McMaster (8-0) / (4)
5. Laval (4-0) / (5)
6. Regina (7-1) / (6)
7. Alberta (6-2) / (7)
8. York (6-1) / (10)
9. Calgary (4-4) / (8)
10. Dalhousie (3-3) / (9)
MEN’S BASKETBALL
1. Carleton (6-0) / (1)
2. UBC (9-1) / (4)
3. Acadia (5-1) / (6)
4. Concordia (2-1) / (3)
5. Brandon (7-1) / (7)
6. Windsor (4-2) / (2)
7. Guelph (6-0) / (10)
8. Saint Mary’s (3-2) / (9)
9. Calgary (7-1) / (NR)
10. Alberta (5-3) / (5)
CIS Top Ten Rankings
(as of November 27, 2007)
Yoga: Exercise for all Sexes
Students say the trendy sun salutation can be enjoyed by males and females
E r i k  Ho l m
One of the returning players 
from last years CIS runner-up 
squad; 6’3”, 2nd year Power 
Forward from West Vancouver, 
Erik Holm looks to help guide 
his team back to the National 
Championship final.
TH - What program are you 
studying?
EH - 4th year Business, 2nd 
year at BU.
TH - What are some of your 
personal accomplishments/
awards that you are most proud 
of?
EH – (I was) named team MVP 
at West Vancouver Secondary 
School, league regular season 
and playoff MVP, BC provincial 
High School All Star, BC High 
School All Star Game MVP, 
Q & A with Men’s Basketball Forward Erik Holm
Next Bobcat Home Action
January 4 @ 6:00PM 
Women’s Basketball vs. Fraser Valley
January 4 @ 6:00PM 
Men’s Basketball vs. Fraser Valley
January 5 @ 6:00PM 
Women’s Basketball vs. Thompson Rivers
January 5 @ 6:00PM 
Men’s Basketball vs. Thompson Rivers
Volleyball Teams not in action until January 11th & 12th
Nik Wood
the Charlatan (Carleton University)
   OTTAWA (CUP) -- What do 
Kareem Abdul-Jabbar, Jerry 
Seinfeld, Sting, Oprah, Christy 
Turlington and Shaq have in 
common? They all do yoga.
    If you were to go by the 
Lululemon logos, 80 per cent of 
the female university student 
population is doing yoga. It 
is possible however, that not 
everyone in stretchy pants is 
down with the downward dog 
or sold on the sun salutation. 
       Most universities, however, 
now have hundreds, even 
thousands, of yoga goers on 
campus.
    The seemingly sudden 
popularity of the yoga boom 
beguiles the fact that yoga has 
and BC Provincial Slam Dunk 
champion in basketball. (I 
was also) chosen to represent 
Canada in ski racing at the top 
juvenile race in the world.
TH - What is/are your favorite 
team(s)?
EH - The Brandon Bobcats, 
Vancouver Canucks, and the 
Seattle Seahawks.
TH - Who’s your favorite 
Basketball Player?
EH - Dany ‘rip’ Charlery
TH – What are your expectations 
for this season?
EH - Anything less than a ring 
is a disappointment.
TH - What do you think of your 
team’s play so far this season.
EH - We’re not where we need to 
be as of yet, but we’re working 
hard every day … There’s no 
doubt in my mind that we’ll 
be where we need to be come 
March.
J e n n a l e e  B u r c h
Taryn Hajnrych
St a f f
been around for a lot longer 
than spandex.
     There is evidence showing 
yoga has been around for some 
5,000 years.
  Traditionally yoga has been 
practiced by both sexes, but 
for some reason yoga seems to 
have been labeled as a female 
activity in North America.
     After all, toning and 
stretching are not exactly 
the stated fitness goals of the 
typical 20-year-old wannabe 
alpha-male.
    Third-year Carleton 
University student Doug Miller 
has cut his teeth on yoga this 
year and lamented the fact he 
is the only male in a class of 
20.
     “I think guys shouldn’t be 
afraid to try,” he said.
        Suzanne Oliver, who has 
been teaching yoga at Carleton 
for ten years, has another 
theory about why more males 
do not do yoga.
    “They probably think that 
they’re going to be turned into 
a pretzel and so they’re a little 
afraid to take it,” she said.
     But class participants said 
more men should take yoga 
because nobody would pass 
judgment. 
   Now that the pressure is off, 
and males need not be afraid of 
being judged for their lack of 
f lexibility and core strength, 
perhaps there will be a swarm 
of new registrations.
    Spandex is not necessary.
TH - Do you want to make a 
shout out to anyone?
EH - Hollywood and Nate the 
Great! Top 3!!! ya dig!!!

